THE EVOLUTION OF A REVOLT

harbour> and the circle of the palm-groves must
be laid out as an entrenched position, and held by
regular troops. They thought that Beduin tribes-
men would never be of any value in a fixed
position, and that therefore an Arab regular force
must be formed and trained as soon as possible
to undertake this duty. If the Turks advanced
before the new force was ready, the British would
have to lend a brigade, of British or Allied troops,
to save the Sherif in his extremity, by maintaining
this stop-block.

A personal reconnaissance of the Arab positions,
here and in the hills where Feisal was, caused me
to modify the views of the experts slightly. Feisal
had some thousands of men, all armed with rifles,
rather casual, distrustful fellows, but very active
and cheerful. They were posted in hills and
defiles of such natural strength that it seemed to
me very improbable that the Turks could force
them, just by their superior numbers: for in some
ways it is easier to defend a range of hills against
nine or ten thousand men than against nine or
ten. Accordingly, I reported that the tribesmen
(if strengthened by light machine guns, and regular
officers as advisers) should be able to hold up the
Turks indefinitely, while the Arab regular force
was being created. As was almost inevitable in
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